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tate;  "Tragedy  in  Lab  13!"  as  two  lovers 
plot  to  murder  a  scientist  to  obtain  his 
secret  formula;  and  "The  Curse  of  the 
Chinese  Charm"  by  Carl  Wessler  and 
Fred  Carrillo.  Cover  by  Nick  Cardy 
(On  sale  third  week  in  August) 

(  )  SHAZAM!  SUPER-SPEC¬ 

TACULAR  #15  (November/ December). 
Special  scientists  and  inventors  issue 
time  as  Lex  Luthor  meets  Captain 
Marvel  and  Mr.  Mind.  Script  by  Denny 
O’Neil,  art  by  Bob  Oksner.  When  a  scien¬ 
tist  makes  paper  stronger  than  steel 
plate,  a  criminal  steals  it  and  becomes 
"The  Man  In  The  Paper  Armor,”  a  Cap¬ 
tain  Marvel  Jr.  story  by  E.  Nelson 
Bridwell  and  Kurt  Schaffenberger.  Plus; 
Captain  Marvel  in  "The  Incredible 
Calculator"  "Mr.  Tawny's  Bouncing 
Shoes”  (art  by  Beck),  "The  Day  Civiliza¬ 
tion  Went  Backwards”  (art  by  Costanza), 
and  "Sivana's  Good  Inventions"  (art  by 
Costanza).  Mary  Marvel  in  "The 
Chameleon  Girl”  and  The  Marvel  Fami¬ 
ly  in  "The  King  Of  All  Time”  (art  by 
Schaffenberger).  (On  sale  fourth  week  in 
August) 

(  )  OMAC  #2  (November/December). 

And  now  "Mister  Big"  as  Omac  meets 
faceless  law-enforcement  agents  on  his 
way  to  #1's  factory.  Another  Kirby 
calaclysm,  with  inks  by  D.  Bruce  Berry. 
(On  sale  fourth  week  in  August) 

(  )  STAR  SPANGLED  WAR 

STORIES  #183  (November/December). 
Introducing  the  new  Unknown  Soldier, 
as  described  in  this  issue's  chapter  of 
"How  A  Comic  Book  Is  Made."  The 
avenging  terror  is  masquerading  as  an 
SS  officer  to  try  to  stop  the  murder  of 
8,000  Danish  Jews.  But  the  odds  are 
"8,000  to  1 "  against  his  success!  Script 
by  David  Michelinie,  art  by  Gerry  Talaoc. 
"To  End  In  Flames"  concludes  the 
Enemy  Ace-Balloon  Buster  struggle  by 
Bob  Kanigher  and  Frank  Thorne.  Cover 
by  Joe  Kubert.  (On  sale  fourth  week  in 


August) 

(  )  THE  HOUSE  OF  SECRETS  #125 

(November).  "Catch  As  Cats  Can"  by  E. 
Nelson  Bridwell  and  Luis  Dominguez, 
"Pay  The  Piper"  by  Jack  Oleck  and 
Alfredo  Alcala,  and  "Instant  Re-Kill"  by 
Steve  Skeates  and  Frank  Robbins.  Cover 
by  Luis  Dominguez.  (On  sale  fourth  week 
in  August) 

(  )  SUPERBOY  AND  THE  LEGION 

OF  SUPER-HEROES  #205  (November 
/  December).  It's  super-spectacular  time 
for  the  super-team  of  the  future  as  they 
face  new  perils  when  Ultra- Boy  seems 
to  go  insane,  or  are  his  teammates  the 
insane  ones  when  he  faces  "The  Legion 
of  Super-Executioners"  (by  Cary  Bates 
and  Mike  Grell).  Plus;  "The  Outcast 
Super-Heroes"  and  "The  Forgotten 
Legion,"  a  two-part  Legion  by  E.  Nelson 
Bridwell,  Curt  Swan  and  George  Klein. 
A  short  Superboy  story,  "The  One 
Man  Team,"  rounds  out  this  issue  along 
with  a  feature  on  the  Legionaires  and  a 
bio  of  artist  Mike  Grell.  Cover  by  Nick 
Cardy.  (On  sale  fourth  week  in  August) 

(  )  WEIRD  WAR  TALES  #31 

(November).  "Death  Waits  Twice”  for  a 
soldier  whose  fate  has  been  predicted  by 
Tarot  cards  in  a  story  by  Bob  Kanigher 
and  Frank  Reyes.  Plus  "The  Story  Of  A 
Real  Dogface”  by  Arnold  Drake  and  Bill 
Draut  and  "Doomsday"  by  Coram  Nobis 
and  Alex  Nino.  Cover  by  Luis 
Dominguez.  (On  sale  fourth  week  in 
August) 

(  )  THE  FLASH  #230  (Novem¬ 

ber/December).  Flash  fights  against  the 
"Fury  of  the  Flame-Devil!"  Story  by  Cary 
Bates,  art  by  Irv  Novick  and  Frank 
McLaughlin.  While  Green  Lantern 
battles  "The  Man  From  Yesterday!" 
It's  a  killer  from  Denny  O'Neil  (story), 
and  Dick  Dillin  and  Tex  Blaisdell  (art). 
Cover  by  Nick  Cardy.  (On  sale  last  week 
in  August) 


(  )  BATMAN  SUPER-SPECTAC¬ 

ULAR  #259  (November  /  December). 
The  Shadow  returns  in  a  feature-length 
story  that  gives  us  some  extra  insight  on 
Batman's  character  in  "The  Night  of  the 
Shadow!"  Written  by  Shadow-scripter 
Denny  O'Neil  and  drawn  by  Irv  Novick 
and  Dick  Giordano.  Classics  from  the 
past  are  devoted  to  the  theme  of  people 
impersonating  Batman — including 
Bruce  Wayne! — in:  "The  Great  Batman 
Swindle"  (art  by  Dick  Sprang),  "Heroes 
By  Proxy"  (art  by  Sprang),  "The  Failure 
of  Bruce  Wayne,”  "Two  Batmen 
Too  Many"  (art  by  Bob  Kane  and  Joe 
Giella),  and  special  bat-features.  Cover 
by  Nick  Cardy.  (On  sale  last  week  in 
August) 

(  )  ADVENTURE  COMICS  #436 

(November/December).  Mass  murder  to 
blackmail  a  city  into  helplessness!  That's 
the  plot  of  the  villains  in  "The  Gasmen 
And  The  Spectre,”  the  latest  Mike 
Fleisher-Russell  Carley-Jim  Aparo 
thriller.  Plus  another  tale  of  Aqua- 
man — "The  King  Is  Dead;  Long  Live  The 
King"  by  Steve  Skeates  and  Mike  Grell. 
Cover  by  Jim  Aparo.  (On  sale  last  week 
in  August) 

(  )  ACTION  COMICS  #441 

(November).  Special  guest-appearance 
by  The  Flash  as  he  and  Superman  in¬ 
vestigate  the  strange  "Weather  War 
Over  Metropolis!"  Story  by  Cary  Bates, 
art  by  Curt  Swan  and  Bob  Oksner. 
Action-plus  adventure  with  Green 
Arrow  in  the  "Mystery  of  the  Wandering 
Dog."  And  just  wait  till  you  see  WHO  the 
dog  IS!  Story  by  Elliot  SI  Maggin,  art  by 
Mike  Grell.  (On  sale  last  week  in  August) 


NOTE;  Sale  dates  can  vary  according  to 
local  distribution.  Keep  an  eye  out  on 
your  stands  and  if  the  books  you're  look¬ 
ing  for  STILL  don't  show  up,  drop  us  a 
line. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 
WILLIAM  FINGER 
(1914-1974) 

One  of  the  greats  of  the  comic 
magazine  arts  died  last  February. 

Born  Feb.  8.  1914,  in  New  York  City, 
he  attended  DeWitt  Clinton  High 
School,  where  Bob  Kane  later  studied. 
He  became  a  shoe  salesman,  then  met 
Kane  at  a  party.  The  two  began  discuss¬ 
ing  comic  mags,  and  Bob  asked  Bill  to 
meet  him  later  at  Edgar  Allan  Poe  Park 
to  discuss  a  new  strip  he  was  develop¬ 
ing.  So  Bill  became  the  writer  on  Rusty 
and  His  Pals,  in  Adventure  Comics. 
Later,  the  two  collaborated  on  Clip”  Car- 
son  for  Action  Comics.  Then,  in  1 939, 
came  The  Batman. 

When  Kane  began  developing  the 
mysterious  crime-fighter.  Finger  had  a 
finger  in  it.  He  suggested  the  hero's 
cowl,  the  nose-piece  and  the  idea  of 
making  him  more  mysterious  by  not 
showing  his  eyes.  Bill  wrote  the  first 
Batman  story,  as  well  as  the  first  tales 
of  Robin,  The  Joker,  The  Catwoman, 
The  Penguin,  Two-Face  and  many 
others.  When  Jerry  Robinson  came  up 
with  the  idea  of  The  Joker,  Bill  showed 
him  and  Bob  a  picture  of  Conrad  Veidt  in 
the  movie  The  Man  Who  Laughs;  this 
became  the  model  for  the  Clown  Prince 
of  Crime. 

Though  best  known  for  Batman, 
Finger  also  was  the  original  writer  for 
other  heroes,  including  the  Golden  Age 
Green  Lantern  and  Wildcat.  He  wrote 
many  of  the  Robin  stories  during  the 
Boy  Wonder's  solo  run  in  Star- 
Spangled  Comics  (1947-52).  Super¬ 
man,  Superboy,  Challengers  of  the 
Unknown  and  Tomahawk  were  among 
his  other  DC  credits. 

He  also  wrote  for  other  publishers,  in¬ 
cluding  Quality  (Blackhawk  and  other 
features).  Fawcett,  and  Timely  (now 
Marvel,  for  which  he  wrote  stories 
featuring  such  heroes  as  Captain 
America  and  the  All-Winners  Squad). 

He  also  did  some  screenwriting,  in¬ 
cluding  scripts  for  the  animated  Super¬ 
man  TV  show  in  the  Iqte  1960's. 

Bill's  last  three  stories  were  written 
for  editor  Joe  Orlando,  but  have  not  yet 
been  published.  One  will  appear  soon  in 
Weird  War  Tales. 

Few  men  have  contributed  as  much 
to  comics  as  Bill  Finger.  He  will  be 
missed  by  all  of  us 
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Cartoonist  Sergio  Aragc 
'ffers  his, unique  view,  o 


the  DC  offices  often  get  SPECIAL  en- 


Artists  at  work 
couragement! 


While  working  on  a  deadline  job.  artists  often  neglect  such 
basics  as  eating  and  sleeping! 


The  next  "World's  Greatest  Comic  Artist"  is  always 
arriving,  complete  with  portfolio! 


Nothing  pleases  an  editor  more  than  a  visit  from  one  of  his 
fans. 


the  letter  col 


n*ALL* 


f  <5'W4A/.' 
SGUEAL 
YER  HEAP 
v  OFF1. 


) N  THE  ERSE  OF  THE  BROWNSVILLE  AREA 
IN  BROOKLYN  ,  NEW  YORK  ,  THE  GIRL 
WAG  LEFT  TO  RECOVER  FROM  THIG^^B 
.  TERRIBLE  ENCOUNTER!!'.  ^flKH 
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^  HAT!  YOU  y  j3 
P/HTYHAT/!  V 
youwoht  ) 
getaway  \ 

WITH  THIS !!J 


cJ/tCk  M/F/3Y 

/nkep  ey 
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Hans  ana  coiieciors  SXIII  IcilK  aUUUl  me  S^IOI  uno-oilUl  Uiai-*.  anu  wine  "loyatmca 
Jack  Kirby  did  for  us  in  the  summer  of  1971.  But  did  you  know  that  a  second  complete 
issue  of  IN  THE  DAYS  OF  THE  MOB  was  also  done  by  Kirby?  Here’s  the  first  story  from 
that  unpublished  classic! 


IT  TOOK  A  SIMPLE,  EVIL, BRUTAL  ACT  TO  GENERATE  THE 
SPARKS  FROM  WHICH  A  MONSTER  SPRANG!  IT  WAS  A 
FAST  GROWING/VORACIOUS  MONSTER!!-- FRUSTRATE?, 
ANGRY,  MURPEROUS/ANP  SURPRISE?  BYSUPPEN  POWER!! 

The  CRIES  OF  a  YOUNG  GIRL  WERE  ITS  BIRTH-PANGS!! 

SHE  HAP  BEEN  CRIMINALLY  ASSAULTEP  ANP  THROWN 
FROM  A  CAR!  BUT  SHE  WAS  ONLY  A  PAWN  IN  THE  LARGER, 
PEAPLIER  GAME-THAT  WOULP  BECOME— _ 


L OU/S,  W/3  ttSTAL/XAfl/TSL/Z,  ANP  HIS 
STATESMANLIKE  STATUS  INHERITED  FROM 
HIS  BLOOP  RELATIONSHIP  TO  CHICAGO'S 
"S/3  AL  ",  WAS  THE  CATALYST  WHICH  FLJSEP 
THE  3T&A//33  COMBINATION  OF  VOLATILE 
CHEMISTRY— THAT  WOULP  SOON  EXPLOPE— 
ANP  SFREAP  LIKE  A  PARK  REP  SWA/.'.' _ 
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